
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 14 November 2012] 

 p8550c-8551a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Colin Barnett 

 [1] 

ORD STAGE 2 — LAND RELEASE 

708. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the government’s promised Ord River food bowl, the blowout in costs by over $115 million to 
$320 million of state taxpayers’ money and reports that Shanghai Zhongfu Ltd will be awarded a 50-year lease 
of the Ord stage 2 land. 

(1) Noting that this land cost the taxpayers of Western Australia $320 million to bring to market, exactly 
how much will Shanghai Zhongfu Ltd pay in rent to the state for its lease? 

(2) How much will Shanghai Zhongfu pay for water access and will it be full cost recovery? 

(3) How much food from the Premier’s self-proclaimed food bowl will be provided to Western 
Australians? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the Leader of the Opposition for that question. Details about the tender process will be 

announced by the Minister for Regional Development and I next week, so I will not pre-empt that. 
Mr T.G. Stephens: You don’t want to be held accountable to the Parliament. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, it is not that at all. 
Mr E.S. Ripper: Who told The Australian? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not know. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I realise that it might be early in the day for some. It is question time. The Leader of the 
Opposition has asked a question. I want to hear the answer. I do not want to hear continual interjections before 
the Premier has even finished a sentence. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The tender process is being conducted. It still has some steps to take. 
Mr M. McGowan: But you know the amount. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will not pre-empt any announcement until the final stages of that tender and the 
verification process is finished. We will do this properly. I ask members to wait until next week and then the 
announcement will be made. 

Where is the food? In 1972, Billy McMahon, I think, as Prime Minister opened Ord stage 1. It was a pioneering 
project at a time when there was great attention on developing the north of Australia. When he announced and 
opened Ord stage 1, he made the comment that Ord stage 2 would follow. Here we are 1972 to 2012 and Ord 
stage 2 now has been finally completed. I congratulate the Minister for Regional Development; he has done a 
fantastic job. I also congratulate and thank the federal government, which has joined with us in this project. This 
is an example, along with the proposed James Price Point development, of combining social development—
education, health and housing; development of Indigenous people — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It combines that with the development of Indigenous people to give them economic 
independence, that is real jobs, and that has been done in conjunction with a development—the Ord stage 2 
project. It is a leading example of combining social, Indigenous and economic development. I support that. The 
federal government and the state government, particularly the Minister for Regional Development, have done an 
outstanding job. As has been said before, the work of the member for Belmont is acknowledged. We can go back 
further. I remember spending time with the then agricultural minister in the 1990s. Bear in mind that maintaining 
dialogue with Aboriginal people at the time of that debate and the High Court challenge about native title was 
taking place was not easy. It is to the great credit of the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people that they were able to 
separate the native title issue from their desire to participate in this economic development. Even in 
contemporary times it has taken 20 years to get this project done. 

The land will be leased, it will not be sold. I think that a good — 

Mr M. McGowan: So you can reveal that; reveal the other details. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It will be leased. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I am just — 

Mr M.P. Whitely: How many peppercorns? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I am trying to answer the question. The land will be leased; I think that is 
good. In addition to the broadacre development, as has already been made clear, there will be, I think, around 
1 700 hectares developed for smaller farms and they will be a mixture of production. 

The food bowl is in the development phase. It is the development of agricultural industry in the north of the 
state. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: What happened to the rice? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member cannot get his scope beyond a bowl of rice — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member cannot get his scope beyond a bowl of rice to understand that the 
agricultural industry is a broad and diversified industry — 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We would not think it was the last week of Parliament. 

The SPEAKER: I hope that the Leader of the Opposition wants to ask a supplementary question. The way that 
some members are behaving at this point might see question time curtailed a bit today. I do not want to do that, 
but other members might have other intentions. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is encouraging agricultural development. The government will not dictate to someone 
what they will grow, but there is strong—I think around $100 million—food production already coming out of 
the Ord. Indeed, in the way that this project has been undertaken, the channels that have been constructed are 
oversized, which allows the project to extend potentially into the Northern Territory. 
Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not need to hear from anybody at this point, member for Bassendean. I formally call you 
to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The channels have been deliberately oversized. That has added to the cost, but it allows 
for the irrigation area to be extended into the Keep River Plain in the Northern Territory. This is big thinking, it 
is bold and it is being done well. The question of the Leader of the Opposition was: will you get your money 
back; will it be cost recovery? 

Mr M. McGowan: That was about water. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering the Leader of the Opposition’s first question. I tell the Leader of the 
Opposition straight out, no, neither the state government nor the federal government will recover the cost of this. 
But what we will do, and what we are doing, is develop the north of Western Australia—that is what we are 
doing. That is in the national interest, supported by the national government and recognised around the world as 
a pioneering project. I do not apologise for that. We will see the Ord area more than doubled, and perhaps 
doubled again, particularly the cockatoo sands that the Minister for Agriculture and Food was talking about. We 
will see Kununurra grow and we will see Aboriginal people in that area, where there are all sorts of social 
problems, having ownership of land and having the ability to work and own agricultural enterprises. That may 
not all happen magically in one day. It will take generational change. Investment in health, education, housing 
and training is all part of this. I feel immensely proud of this project, as does the government. And no, Leader of 
the Opposition, we will not get every dollar back because we will help the Aboriginal people of the north. 
 


	ORD STAGE 2 — LAND RELEASE
	708. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:

